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^ C h i c e g o c o m e s i n c o n t a c t w i t h p e o p l e
roD^LlX^nnm^ But It is really surprising to note how a certain few questions^ '' '^^sc^ssion - no matter how different the circumstances other-
W i s © m a y

Tc l m p r e s B l < , n » 1 b f r o m c a l l i n g I n
ISd |?ri:lŜ B:5clcB°"e1iLg°Tci|?
As this is the month in which we celebrate "Father^s Day" I want to a«!Rurp vf>«
h c ° " n S B ! ; ? l J t h i n k f " T O u l " ® ' " d " -

faithful in writing ho©e, and from what I have

£5 S£:-;:%£3-2 £££SS?rr#.¥-
S S I S S : * " = ; : . r . = „ ' - s n : »
Someone has formulated this pertinent questioni-

"Have you taken your place in God's presence - not as a stranger, but as a Son?"
the bov^S^^stL r̂i! w porable Jesus told in Luke, Chapter 15, wasthe boy who stayed home but never really knew his father or lived with him. He
trhim"" never Icnew him, never wholeheartedly opened upa L ? e ; i S h L r l o n i e d t o

plans of God that you for a while should be separated from your
^ou la thtly®"'' yn^^her in Heaven better. God bleLrich spiritual exp t̂e l̂sT

Sincerely yours,
Paul C, Nyholm



\

like Sgt> T/3 Art Johnson has done a little sight-seeing since V-E Day.
glad you're tajc^g aflyantage of it, ^t. and your letter was so interest-

W e l l , i t l o o k s
T — ' T ~ ® * v , V , o x i i . j r w i x i j L O b b o r w a o B u i n T J o r ting that we're going to print all of it, as we know everybody else would like toread it tooi 'Now to tell you about our cold Alpine tour. I took several pictures

on the way to the alps, a couple of them by the sign crossing the Danube. There
wasn't ^oh to see the first part of the trip as the landscape around here is rather
flat. lEdi Guess we should say here that Art is stationed at Lavingen, Germany.)
Augsburg is pretty well shot up, quite a mess. Stopped at a Concentration Cemp near
Landsberg - there wasn't much to see as everything had been burned - could lust getan idea of how the prisoners lived. From there we went to Landsberg and visited the

Kampf. Noont ime, so we hadsandwiches and coffee in front of the prison. On our way again up into the Alps. The
scenery was really beautiful, rugged snow-capped mountains, vdth fine trees growing
tf^ok on the lower slopes. The Alpine cottages are really pioturesoue with their

bright colors and neat surroundings. Many of the build
ings along the way have religious paintings on them. As
we approached Oberammergau, the mountain peak in the
background stood out like a beautiful monument with thecross at the peak. Most of the high peaks in the Alps

cross on top. Stopped to see the theatre where
toe Passion Play is held. We no sooner got off the trucks
when there were children around selling postcards - the
price was three cards for a chocolate bar. I bought three

^ I E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g g u i d e w h o e x p l a i n e dall about the theatre and took us baok-suage to see the
thousan^ of beautiful costumes which are used in the""hollo Church, which U on.

t f n „ W e ' r e o f f a g a i nt̂ u mile after mile of beautiful scenery - beats Inching
t Most of the people wore regular civilianclothes, but once in a while we'd see someone dressed

Alpine style - the men are the ones who go for the fancy '
dress. Next stop was at Part enkirchen - rested a while
in the stadium. There is no snow here at this time of the
year, but the grass and pine covered slopes were pretty
enough, supper menu consisted of C or K rations andcoffee. Every time we stop to eat there is always a
bunch of kids come around to pick up any odd rations the
fellows throw away. There was one man, duked up Alpine

H Tx wa i t i ng f o r us t o pu l l ou t so he cou ld sn ipe a
flLlW ie Tv patient about waiting, cause we stopped for quite a while -+. ? i inalce a move to go and he just abcut broke his neck on his bicycletrying to pick up the butts. He did get a few though and looked very happy. So onwe go to Innsbruck. Very little damage here, as tol war was about Sver bŷ the time
the Allies got this far. From here we could see where toe Brenner Pass was in the
mountains. From Innsbr uek we took a side-trip into the mountains as far as we could
by truck, and then had a very pleasant surprise - there was a cable car running high
up into the mountains to a hotel. The ride took 15 minutes and was two miles longTVmat a site that was high above the ground, going up and up and looking down on thetree tops and Alpine cottages J Down again to where cur truck is parked. By the time
everyone is down its dark so we head for our place to stay for the hight, *diich is an
airport. Just roll out our bedrolls on toe floor and go to sleep. Had a good night'ssleep and up early to start sight-seeing again. On the super-hlghway Uutobahn) wecoulS see hû rede of Kraut planes parked along the road. ̂ Some werê irned out with
just the tail and wings* but most of em looked in pretty good shape. As we approachedMunich we got a good look at it - it's really a mess, most of the buildings ore
wrecked - I took several pictures on the fly. We didn't stop to see Herman's birth
place - cause no one seemed interested. Got back to Lavingen about 8tOO PM, every-

The trip was worth it though." ̂Well, we d thizik so too. Art, end we'd give plent^ to jgea all you've seen - we'll
be satisfied to look at those plrtureer you took.



Roy H^ris, G,M> 2/c on S»P. duty in Boston, Mass, has this to sayi "Ify stay in
Melville, R.I, wann't very long. No foolin', it sure "was hard to step through
those gates again after 36 days of freedom. We rate every other night and every
other week-end liberty. They have a show here in the Fargo Building and a soft
d r i n k p a r l o r o n t h e n i n t h d e c k . S o a l l i n a l l , i t ' s n o t s u c h a b a d p l a c e . M e t a
bunch of the fellows that had come home before me. We had quite a confab. They
have a largo Rest Haven Camp down in Deland, Florida for the boys in PT's returning
from overseas. You get to stay for a period of two weeks, NO WC®K, and there are
waitresses to serve your chow, WOO, WOOl I've got my fingers crossod, because not
all of us will get to go. Now I'm on Shore Patrol Duty, Ify boat is pretty nice -
no fights aw yet , bu t then th is i s on ly nqr second n igh t on i t . Saw Genera l Pat ton
th is a f ternoon go ing dovn the main s t reet o f Boston, There was qu i te a welcome for
h im, I don ' t th ink I ever saw anyone have as many bars as ho d id . There were five
straight rows of them and a couple of them on top-, • He was wearing that famous
highly polished helmet of his. Turned oil my gear in this morning and om at
liberty until Monday at 0800 vhen we start a gunnery refresher course. Have you
over hoard of Scollay Square hero in Boston? It's j'^st like South State - more bums
and nanmies than I've over seen, I got suoh a kick out of these Bostonian people -
their accent ospeciallyl You don't park the oar here - you 'pahk the cah hoah'.
Always something new ond different," Leek out there, Roy, you'ro stopping on
P,6,R.'8 toes. Anyhow, wo're glad you'ro having it a l i tt le "softer" now - you
deserve it after your long stay in the South Pacific,

The General sent for his onginoor, an old-fashioned, capablo road builder, "Jim,"
ho oskod, how long will it take to throw a bridge across this river?" "Throe
days," the onginoor said, after running his fingers through his hair» "Good," saidthe General, "Have the draftsman make the drawings right away," Throe days later
the general sent for the engineer, hardly hoping the bridge could bo deno so seen,
"How's the bridge?", ho asked, "The bridge is made," was the reply, "and you can
march across if you don't have to wait for thorn pictures. They ain't done yet."

. 1 ^

Looks like Kenneth Jensen really had a wot time "somowhore in the Pacific": "Wo
really had a cioudburst yesterday. We were sitting in the Mess Hall eating supperwhen it started to rain. It is only about fifty yards from my tent to the Moss Hall,
but it come down so hard I couldn't make it back until
i t s l a c k e d d o w n . T h e n I fi n a l l y g o t b a c k t o n q r t e n t , y
t h e r e w a s a r i v e r g o i n g t h r o u g h . T h e r e w a s a b o u t .
throe inches of water all over the tent, I had a
pair of shoos and a helmet liner under my bed,
vrtion I got back to my tent they were already
washed away. This morning a fellow brought bad
ray holmot linor, but I never found my shoos.
The tent looked some, but I had my poncho
tied over my bod so my blankets and bod
stayed dry. This is tho first time I
ever had to anchor my things down# I'm
glad my bed didn't float away,"

M t x r
MAS CO^'^e At N*6,i-ir
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Guess you all know that Father's Day is the
1 7 t h o f J u n e - t h e r e f o r e , w e a r e d e d i c a t i n g
t h i s i s s u e o f t h e 6 , 1 , t o a l l o f o u r " G . I .
Fathers". DVe asked Gordon Pedersen, one of
our "newest" fathers, to write something fog^
o u r r > n Ti » = r • T T n w - 5 + : e p l + ; + - . n > > < » n ■f n + V i A f
b u t

paper - How it felt to be a father, etcfpr^^
w e d i d n ' t h a v e t o d o m o r e t h a n l o o k a t

. < 0 .
X

his beaming face a couple of Sundays ago
when l i t t le Diane was baptized, to know how
he fee ls - and i t i s ou r ea rnes t p rayer tha t
God vdll speed the day of returning for all
the fathers in the Service who have yet to
m e e t t h e i r l i t t l e s o n s o r d a u g h t e r s .

GLIOSES ON THE HOME FRONTi DDell, we're beginning to stop talking about the awfulweather we've oeen having - as somebody said. It was a nice Dfinter we had this
SummerJ Draw your own conclusionsJ - - The day after Denmark was liberated was
Pastor and Mrs, yholm's Dlfedding Anniversary, and her birthday, and they had "open
Aouse . At the height of an enjoyable evening Pastor Nyholm announced that a Herald-

reporter was coming over to get the reaction of all those who were Danish,
all thought he was kidding, but sure enough, the photo

grapher came, ^d, well you should just see those pictures I! The Choir had their
ThrChoiris^loSi«^^e°^ church was really packed that night.f new members, and one of the first ones they are going to'WtiHn^'^; Art and Ernie) who has been hL^d®
The mornings, and they" say he's a Basso Profundo, no less.'.'It whloh recently had their "Mission Mother and Daughter" night,at ̂ ich time the Mission Daughters find out who their Mission Mothers have been for
a whole year - such fun and hilarity you never saw, and you boys viho have little

rest assured that they are being well taken core of by their
Mission Mothers . - - The Annual Congregational Business Meeting was held in May.

and we thought you might like to know who the new officers ares Arnold Hyldchl.
President - George Jacobs en. Vio-e-President - Mrs. Bernice Halev, 'Secretarv—
G e o r g e M c C o w a n , Tr e a s u r e r.

^o men were flying east in a passenger plane, making the first air trips of theirlives. The plane touched down at St. Louis and a little red truck sped out to its
side to refuel it. The plane landed again at Indianapolis and again a little red
Thrfi^^t nf Pittsburgh and the same thing happened.The Pirst of the two men looked at his watch and turned to his companion. "This
plane he said, makes wonderful time." "Yep," said the other, "and that little
red t ruck a in ' t doin ' bad, e i ther."

Mrs. Paul G. Rasmussen sends greetings to all of you from Boston, where she is
living at present - and that reminds us that this issue of the G.I. is incomplete -

®eein, no issue is complete without a letter fromChaplain PtG. Rasmussen - Soooooo, where is it, P.G.R.? Dfe do realize, however,
you are propapiy on the move, and very busy, so you're excused this timei

j J
Be EM r^^ppBO-

I M F Q o M
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"Ernie" Jotoson, AMMFl/C greets all you guys and gala from his spot in the Fhili-
pplnesi "dust received the Easter copy of the big little paper. I found several
items of interest to me beside the ones about me. The one from Johnnie Nasser had
a very familiar ring. By the sound of things, he and I must be practically neighborsi
(Ed» ^rry to say, Ernie, but you aren't, for Johnnie is at Okinawa.) There's a
quaint little town a short distance from our camp. The main attraction in town isold chioroh. It's construction is of heavy stonewnrk and mahogany beams. It is
said to be over 200 years old. The interior is all hand painted designs. The alter
is entirely covered with beautiful hammered silver for which the Philippines are
noted. It is here that the natives take refuge during the terrible tropical hurri
canes. For this reason, if for no other, it con be said, 'This is the rook of my
salvation. Our camp area is located in a coconut grove, but sad to soy, no coconuts,
due to a recent storm. We live in tents. Pineapples and bananas grow wild around
here, but we are forbidden to eat them. Thanks a lot for the swell write-up you

^ never expected you to print the whole story. A lot of credit goes
my re-writer and proof reader. Those illustrations were swell, but I better set

you straight - I don't ever want to see another hammock or army camp cot when I gethome - nice soft mattresses for mei" It's waiting for you, Erniel

Three slightly deaf man were motoring from the north to London in an old noisy cor,
and hearing was difficult. As they were nearing the city, one askedt "Is this
Yu? replied the second, "this is Thursday." "So am I," put in thethird. Let s stop and have a coke." Yeah, we know, we're really getting hard
u p f o r J o k e s l l i

V-

" o n ® o f o u r G e r m a n y " r e s i d e n t s " S / S g t . R a l p h S t e n s t r o p jEaster copy of the G.I. At present am in uCrgLy aTtaKnr
easy for a change. We are living in a big mansion which, of course, doesn't

make us a bit unhappyi I am looking for a chance to get to Denmark. It is only a
little over eight years since our family moved back to the States. Sure would be
nice to go back again on a v^sit. (Edi We certainly hope your chance comes, RalphJ)
Don't have much more of interest to write, so will close for now. Ldoking forward
to ronjriing the- next issue of the paper."

Well, just as we were organising this issue, this letter from Vernon Hansen, MM s/cPacific" arrivedj "Here is that C.B. again.' Hrvrbeen '
paper regularly and sure appreciate it. I get a big kick out of

î Lnd of O^u^ Thi« T fellows write. We have moved from theb u t S i t h a ^ w 4 . ? a l r i g h t . L i v e i n t e n t s ,chairs out of soie is almost homelike.̂  Made lockirs, tables andTiled loL Loueh foJ f; ^ received a promotion. I sure
wi l l be ab le to wh11<- u f anx ious to meet my eon. Suppose hea happy meeting that ydll be° vSnSS" visualise what.e long .nfon. evŜ Jn̂ îrrion̂ S

W/t \ioOC
I

I T W O W T

3F- lom<?I i'

5 o ^ / .
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Uaybe you don't think we wore happy to receive this most intoreatiag letter fromLt. (j.g.) Thorwald Lorsen - He's still somewhere in the South Pacific, but has been
traveling again since we heerd from him. "Yesterday our sturdy vessel brought us
once again in the realms of island semi-civilisation - our most recent operetion put
us into primitive surroundings where mail facilities are out of the question - it is
not until the eneny is driven inland and land base supplies come in that a Fleet Post
Office is established. Just as is usually the ease we left this scene of new oper
at ions when the F.P.O. opened, but th ings turned out qui te wel l when our return to an
established naval base awarded up with the first mail in over a month. I considered
myse l f fo r tuna te , to no te amongs t my ma i l , two i ssues o f 'Our Sev io r ' s 6 .1 , ' s ' awa i t
ing my opening - I can assure you, I for one along with all the others, value this
paper beyond the expression of words. Every man on board has plunged into his workwith renewed vigor now knowing with Germany's collapse the war is reaching its final
stages. Several hours ago wo took on board a group of haval officers end men. These
men's faces are radiant with smilesj the reason, as you can probably guess, they are
homeward bound. We are transporting them away from the front ereas to a rear base a
thousand miles away from where they will be provided swift transportation to the main
land. This evening several of my fellow shipmates and I are to return a social call

s e v e r a l n i g h t s a g o w e • —
e n t e r t a i n e d t h e o f fi c e r s o f|yOi.» Oowf Vs/AMT 9 WLLC
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an adjoin ing ship in our ward
room - so tonight we are the
guests to dine in -^e destroyer's

^ ^ _ w a r d r . o p m . T h e s e••'■tf'dcia'l ■intefcourse are one
d ivers ions in a war t ime nau-

. * 7 ^ N J . t i c a l c a r e e r - a f t e r d i n n e r i s
eerved we usually discourse on- v a r i e d e x p e r i e n c e s e n d t h e

prog ress o f t he war - o f ten I
have met officers frcan my home
t o w n o r m e n w h o h a v e a t t e n d e d t h e '

(

same university - of course, when we discover this mutual bond, a lengthy conversa
t i on ensues on days o f yo re . A f t e r eve ryone i s we l l aoqua in ted i t i s t ime t o t ake
leave, remember ing a p leasant t ime amongst new faces and surroundings." I t 's good
to hear that you're having fun too, Thorwald, as we know i t 's work and more work
m o s t o f t h e t i m e .

Tired, a dist inguished Senator in Washington handed the menu to the waiter end
said, "Just bring me a good meal," A good meal was served and the Senator gave
the waiter a generous tip. "Thank yo', suh", seid the waiter, "and if yo' has
any mo' f r iends idxat oen' t read, yo' jos send 'em to me."

Sgt. Lawrence Nielsen was in Barura, Oernany, when he wrote thisi "Just o line to
say hello and let you know I am fine. Everything here Is going along swell except
for the chow. Breakfast is the best meal as we are a lwavs sure of having coffee
and most of the t ime pancakes. Was sura sorry to hear about Car l Tof t . I have a
l i t t le bet ter news. We have sent qu i te a few of the o ld t imers home f rom our
compare during the last few days. As I understand itj I am on the top of the list
to go next and it is rumored that it will be within two weeks. This morning we
signed our point system cards. 1 have 106 points, iriiioh is 20 to the good. Hope
to see you in Chicago soon and best of luck to all the other fellows." That makes
us ell happy, Lcmrence, and we'll sure be leoldng for you in Church one of these
d a y s . * ^ 7 . o n n g r a t a l a t l t m e o n t h a t n e w s t r i p e , S e r g e e n t t



is the latest from Okinawa way via Sgt, Johnnie Hassert "Have received several
letters from all my friends saying that the latest G»I. was finished and on the ^
way, so here I sit in this comfy foxhole waiting. Guess I'm a little too impatient
for it will be a couple of days before it gets here. The weather is really swe i.
the closest to California I've ever seen. Guess you know what my choice would be
if it were for me to say. Couple of days ago, we were notified of a mine field
near the front, so off we went even though our feet were tired. The trail we tooK
led us through a deep ravine and even though we could smell the stench of death
around^ there seemed to be a sweet fragrance coming from somey^ere, I stoppedin my tracks to look around to see vdiere it was coming from. Far down near the
bottom and in the darkest place, grew a precious flower - the pure white Lily,
Although our hands and minds were occupied on Easter Sunday, and we had forgottenvdiat day it was, the Lily gave me plenty to think about in regard to vdiat the
flower stands for. I'll never forget that sight of beauty amidst rum and death.
Have been on the go quite a bit lately, more than ever before on mines and duds^
Only thing wrong is that the Japs don't place the mines in the right places or
patterns as we were informed back in the States. They sure do believe ^?han up for ue. Believe I vrtU oloee for the time belns. Have to yOtherwise how could I stay a true blooded Dane if there were no coffee?

Mother (fondly watching her two-year old)t "He's been
almost a year." Bored visitort "Amasingl Can't you make him sit down?

Our latest recruit. Pvt. Clarence Madsen, writes us from Amarillo, Texas ^ere
he seems to be "enjoying" army lifei "Well, after two months in the Air Corps,
I guess I had better drop a line to Our Saviours G.I. News. I have completed all
my basic training and qualification tests., etc* So they put me on a train and
sent me out to an air field in the middle of Texas where I 'm to take some further
training. While taking my qualification tests and aptitude tests, they decided thac
I was qualified for either bomber or fighter pilot. Since V.E. day, the pilot
training program has been closed, so they sent me to Amarillo Army Air Basefor training as a flight engineer on a B-29 (super-fortress). That super fort
is really an airplane. It is so large that they had to take apart to get
it into the hanger. If you were to get on top of it by the navigators astrodome
and look out over the fuselage, it seems like you could play basket-ball on top.
The speed, of course, is a military secret, but I can give you a hint. If a
fighter plane was to make one pass on the B-29, it would take the fighter planeclose to 24 hours to catch it again. Of course, by that time the fighter plane
would have run out of gas. The bomb bays are large enough that you could set
a two ton truck up in one. The plane itself is pressurised so that at 40,000^
ft., it would resemble an ordinary plane pressurised at 12,^0 ft. During this
training, we get to fly in the plane and it is really a thrill to look down andsee that ground speeding away from you. Well, that's about all, but I still
would like to add that keep the G.I. news going 'cause it seems swell to read
about vdiat the other fellows and gals are going," You really did yourself
proud with your first letter to us, Clarence. Just keep up the good work and we
will be here to keep up our end of the deal!Ii

"Nothing is impossible." "Oh Yeah, did you ever try to take a pair of skiis
through a revolving door?"



Well, well, we finally caught up with ^Ivin Nielsen, M.M. 2/c, who is now inthe Ji^iannas - I guess I have come to the'ena of^-Ie .I'ine, q"s far as tfnveling
by fhip IS conoern.-^d - as you onn see I em ...ur. in tne Marior.na Islands - which one

- ^ " i - s & f o r m e i J a p I s l a n d a n d t h e r eare a few Japs .ha- ot,:.!- run around jn the hxllo and ii-se in the natural ca^es -we :us. can't h-..nt tln-n cut. It isn't very bad here, and :twasr'. so :,«ny months
ago that the Mai ines made history here, Tne arees are nobohec ; adderwhere the Japs climbed tf.em and shot down ut cKe I'arines. iC •'■.ho. laor. hevo
had tough going hei-e. The main town is blovm comrlete.u av.'av aiv' .i- tn-'ns ieft
T Z i i r i I r r - " ? . c a . p e n t e . o u t o f ' m e b e ^ ^ v ei 1-E.rn a lot from at, as x nerer had anv ex; errence li're thi-; b --ic~u allplans, out navai did anv f.ald woUc, T n,,; ba ^ tte° = P J a s t a l i o u t a l ' l c o r ' l V S J k ( l
p.T "p' ^ formati.jr from snoils) and is snow white :uid reail-.r h-rd . Thegl 're of the sun on a. make- at so that you have to we-;r sua glnssop we wereassued a sun helmet and smi gias.̂ ^es .̂ en we got here. La-oer on I wall vou
? r o : S a y h e l l o t o e v e r y b o d y

too long tin ynnui be llTll JShgo t̂o Uvo!̂ ^ "

We thought the Fleet had come in a few Sunday's ago when believe it or nn-t-i, „h„voh at one tl,„a. iid hore thiy are. '
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